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Juan Carlos Guerrero-
Espinoza and Martin De La 
Rosa-Loera, managerial em-
ployees at Agriprocessors, 
Inc. were arrested on Thurs-
day.  A third employee, 
Hosam Amara is also being 
sought. The arrested men, 
along with Amara, who is at 
large, are accused of encour-
aging illegal immigrants to 
work at the facility. Docu-
mentation further states that 
in some cases the men have 
helped illegals obtain false 
documents prior to the May 
12 raid. Guerrero-Espinoza 
and De La Rosa-Loera were 
arrested at the plant Thursday 
morning by U. S. Marshals 
and were taken to a Home-
land Security bus behind the 
temporary courthouse in Ce-
dar Rapids.
Court records indicate 
that the men oversee the facil-
ity’s poultry kill and beef kill 
operations. It is assumed that 
both men are in the United 
States legally and court docu-
ments indicate that Guerrero-
Espinoza is a citizen. The 
arrest and indictment of the 
above named supervisors 
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What’s
happening in 
and around 
Postville.......
Summer Rec pool 
party is slated for 
July 17
T-Ball through 7th grade 
summer recreation partici-
pants end of season pool 
party on Thursday, July 17 
at the Postville Pool. Par-
ticipants are asked to con-
tact their coaches for more 
information.
Cheerleaders hosting 
car wash 
The Postville High 
School Cheerleaders are 
hosting a car wash from 9 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
July 12. The event will be 
held at the Coop Automo-
tive Building next to Napa 
on Lawler Street. The mon-
ey raised will used for the 
cheerleader fund.
Mueller Eagle Scout 
project includes
luncheon
Jason Mueller, a mem-
ber of Postville Boy Scout 
Troop 41, is planning a 
fundraiser as a part of his 
Eagle Scout Project. Jason 
plans to purchase materials 
to build a bench for outside 
the east entrance of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. This will 
provide a place for people 
to sit while they are await-
ing rides.
His fundraising lunch 
will be held Sunday, July 
13 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. The 
menu will consist of build-
your-own subs sandwiches, 
chips, bars and lemonade 
or coffee. The cost will be 
a freewill donation. Carry-
outs will be available as 
well.
Former Postville 
area resident Sa-
brina Swenson re-
lates adventures in 
Myanmar. Follow 
her travel experi-
ences beginning on 
page two.
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Classic Tractors of Northeast Iowa, Inc. will be riding from Castalia and Clermont on Sun-
day, July 13th and ramble through Postville’s downtown.  The tractors will meet at the old Ford 
Garage in Postville at 1:00 PM and arrive at the Good Samaritan Society Postville Center at 
2:00 pm in the South Parking Lot. Those leaving from Clermont should meet at the City Park at 
Noon. Anyone with a tractor is invited to join the fun!  Area residents are invited to come out to 
the Good Samaritan Center to look at the tractors and talk to their owners. Refreshments will be 
served by the Center.   For more info contact Sylvan Taylor at 563-423-5275.
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PHS Seniors attend Leadership Conference
by Kassidy Cook
Four soon to be seniors at Postville High School traveled 
down to Ames recently to take part in the first annual Student 
Leadership Conference. Those attending were Kassidy Cook, 
Christa Miner, Kori Berg and Jason Mueller.
The day started out with a guest speaker named Harvey 
Alston. Mr. Alston, who has spoken to literally millions of 
people, delivered a high-energy message that encouraged the 
audience to be the best that they can be. 
After Mr. Alston had given his message, the students went 
to group workshops where they discussed what it meant to be 
a leader. The students came up with qualities that they look for 
in a leader, and then selected the top ten most important quali-
ties. Students were then instructed to rate themselves on a scale 
of one to ten in each quality. 
Once group work was completed, lunch was served by 
the Iowa State food staff. Right after lunch, a representative 
from the Iowa Hall of Pride in Des Moines talked about what 
the Hall of Pride is all about. In addition, a short video was 
shown.
Once the movie was finished, another guest speaker was 
welcomed to the stage. This time the speaker was Stephen 
Bargatze, a nationally acclaimed magician who was selected 
to represent the United States in a worldwide magician com-
petition and has also had his own HBO special. Mr. Bargatze 
performed unexplainable trick after unexplainable trick, all the 
while mixing in hilarious comedy. 
After performing his magic, Stephen explained how he had 
gotten to where he was today. He explained that his parents 
had abused drugs and alcohol. At a young age he was attacked 
by a dog and had to have reconstructive surgery on his face, 
which left him with a slight speech impediment. Growing up, 
kids always used to pick on him and call him degrading names. 
After several years of hardship, and a failed attempt at suicide, 
Stephen finally found what he needed to turn his life around. 
Following Mr. Bargatze’s presentation, students once again 
went to their group workshops. This time the groups discussed 
the problem of hazing. Hazing is considered any humiliating 
or dangerous activity expected of someone in order to belong 
to a group, regardless of their willingness to participate in the 
activity. Students discussed how to tell when the line has been 
crossed from just having fun to hazing. They also learned ways 
to put a stop to dangerous or degrading activities.
The entire day was paid for by the Iowa High School Ath-
letic Association. There was an excellent turnout, and there are 
plans to continue this next year. 
Schlee & Johnson to participate in the Breast Cancer 3-day walk
Managerial employees 
are arrested last week 
at Agriprocessors, Inc.
came following the testimony 
of a number of the workers 
who were arrested during the 
ICE raid May 12. The impli-
cation of the two is noted in 
court records. The testimony 
by those arrested states that 
workers were told to give 
Guerrero-Espinoza cash for 
new documentation. It was 
also noted that some of the 
workers were asked to give 
an additional sum to cover 
the cost of fuel or to serve as 
a commission fee for the su-
pervisor. The documentation 
adds that workers were giv-
en new resident alien cards, 
which were fake, which they 
were required to sign and re-
turn to the supervisors.
The punishment for the 
alleged crimes could be up 
to 20 years in prison and 
Guerrero-Espinoza may also 
receive up to 15 more years 
for the additional charge of 
aiding and abetting identity 
theft.
The two men were sched-
uled to have their detention 
hearing on Monday. They 
are being held in the Cedar 
County Jail in Tipton.
Lessons learned from 
Agriprocessors raid shared; 
immigration reform needed
Washington, DC – An ar-
ray of faith and labor lead-
ers joined voices today at a 
telephonic press conference 
to call for a more sensible 
immigration policy in this 
country.  The assembled lead-
ers continue to have serious 
questions about the May im-
migration raid at the Agripro-
cessors meatpacking plant in 
Postville, IA, as well as the 
U.S. government’s focus on 
the criminalization of im-
migrant workers instead of 
protecting the labor rights of 
all.   Gideon Aronoff, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society; Ro-
salind Spigel, Acting Direc-
tor of the Jewish Labor Com-
mittee; Rev. Steve Brackett, 
Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church of Postville, IA; and 
Rabbi Morris Allen, founder 
of the new kosher ethical cer-
tification initiative Hekhsher 
Tzedek, joined with Patty 
Kupfer, Manager of Partner-
ships for America’s Voice, 
to discuss the treatment of 
workers at the Agriproces-
sors meatpacking plant and 
the need for common-sense 
immigration reform.   “The 
immigration raid in Postville 
underscores why the United 
States needs comprehensive 
immigration reform, an im-
portant priority of the Ameri-
can Jewish community,” said 
Gideon Aronoff, President 
and CEO of the Hebrew Im-
migrant Aid Society. “Absent 
real reform, raids, detention 
Classic Tractors of Northeast Iowa to ride from 
Castalia and Clermont to Postville this Sunday
and deportation are the only 
tools left to address immi-
grants.  These actions are no 
substitute for considered and 
humane policies that serve 
both our faith-based values 
and our interests as Ameri-
cans.”  Rosalind Spigel, Act-
ing Director of the Jewish 
Labor Committee, comment-
ed, “Just as the immigrant 
workers at Agriprocessors 
need to answer to the law, 
so too should the employers. 
Employers who threaten and 
harass their workers, short 
their pay, put their health and 
safety at risk, and hire chil-
dren must also be brought 
into compliance with the law 
and face the consequences of 
their actions.  The conditions 
under which documented and 
undocumented workers en-
dured were clearly contrary 
to Jewish values.  We uneas-
ily witness the impact of fam-
ilies being torn apart and held 
in detention on one hand, 
while the employers  -- after 
repeated violations of the law 
– are neither held responsible 
nor taken to account.”  “The 
ICE raid in Postville has re-
turned Postville to the state 
it was in 15 years ago,” said 
Rev. Steve Brackett, Pastor of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church of 
Postville, IA. “All of the work 
we have done to embrace the 
diversity of our community, 
(Editor’s Note: The ar-
ticle below is reprinted with 
permission from The Elgin 
Echo.)
by Jenn Bissell
The Lakota Indians be-
lieved the dreamcatcher would 
capture the “good” dreams in 
the web of life while the “bad” 
dreams would fall through the 
web, unable to cause harm. It 
was considered a symbol of 
unity and strength.
Elgin resident Brenda 
Johnson and Postville resi-
dent Karla Schlee are hoping 
to capture their own good 
dreams - a cure for breast can-
cer while uniting with others 
to help make that dream a re-
ality. 
Johnson and Schlee will 
start that reality by participat-
ing in the Breast Cancer 3-day 
walk, a 60-mile walk through 
the Twin Cities benefiting the 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
Foundation. Walking approxi-
mately 20 miles a day through 
downtown Minneapolis and 
St. Paul Sept. 19-21, Johnson, 
Schlee and thousands of other 
walkers, supporters, cancer 
survivors and cancer patients 
will celebrate life and finding 
a cure for the disease.
According to the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure Founda-
tion, approximately 200,000 
American women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer 
this year. Nearly 40,000 will 
die
“One in eight women 
will be diagnosed with breast 
cancer,” said Schlee. “We’ve 
been really fortunate that we 
haven’t had close friends or 
family members afflicted with 
this disease. However when 
you look at the statistics, it’s 
unrealistic to expect we won’t 
be directly affected (at some 
point) by a breast cancer diag-
nosis.”
As nurses both have cared 
for patients with breast cancer 
and seen the effects it can have 
on them and their families. 
Schlee and Johnson de-
cided to participate in the 
walk after Johnson saw an ad 
for the walk on the Lifetime 
TV network. They had been 
discussing their “bucket lists” 
and how both wanted to run 
in a marathon; however they 
thought participating in the 
60-mile walk for a cure for 
cancer would be a better idea.
“We had heard that some-
one in the area had partici-
pated in previous walks,” said 
Schlee. “As nurses, we’ve 
taken care of patients that 
have had cancer. That really 
put this in perspective. We 
felt compelled to participate 
in the event and excited about 
the opportunity to save lives. 
We really just wanted to ‘pay 
it forward’.”
“There are just so many 
women in our area that have 
been afflicted by this,” said 
Johnson. “I saw it on Lifetime 
and I knew it was something I 
wanted to do.”
After coming up with the 
team name of “Dreamcatch-
ers,” Johnson and Schlee set 
to work on raising money for 
the cause. Each participant 
must raise a minimum of 
$2,200. To help raise money, 
Schlee and Johnson have 
written letters to friends, fam-
ily and co-workers, put up fli-
ers in area businesses, baked 
‘cupcakes for the cure’ and 
they are planning to hold a 
garage sale later this summer 
and participate in the Elgin 
citywide garage sales.
If their fundraising mini-
mum is not met by the date 
of the walk, participants have 
up to four weeks after the 
event to turn in any remain-
ing money. After that time 
period, they are personally 
responsible for any outstand-
ing balance (of the $2,200). 
Schlee said she’s read where 
some teams will bring extra 
fundraising money with them 
to walk and will donate that 
money to other teams that are 
short of their goal.
“I’ve been told (by previ-
ous walkers) that people at 
the 3-Day treat each other the 
way we all should treat one 
another every day in the real 
world,” said Schlee.
The walk begins early Fri-
day morning. Each day par-
ticipants are required to walk 
approximately 20 miles, for a 
total of 60 miles in three days. 
At night they camp in tents. 
There is no electricity, and 
the only running water is for 
showers in a semi truck. 
In addition to walking with 
cancer survivors and current 
cancer patients, there will be 
cheering sections set up along 
the walking route where sup-
porters can cheer the walkers 
on, something both Johnson 
and Schlee look forward to. 
To help participants pre-
pare for the grueling walk, 
they are given a 16-week train-
ing schedule that increases in 
miles each week. Avid walkers 
prior to starting their training, 
Johnson and Schlee are walk-
ing anywhere between 5-10 
miles a day 4-6 times a week. 
Johnson said she would like 
to walk the loop from Elgin 
Kassidy Cook, Christa Miner, Kori Berg and Jason Mueller, who will be seniors this fall at Postville High School, at-
tended the first annual Student Leadership Conference in Ames. The event was funded and organized by the Iowa State 
Athletic Association.
Karla Schlee, left, and Brenda Johnson are training to par-
ticipate in the Breast Cancer 3-day walk in September.
